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Din nhip

2. (I). Nién dai, Tac gia, Twa dé. Cudn sach 13 tic phim ctia mot nha hién triét Do Thai vo
danh cuta thoi ky hau luu day. Mot ban sao cia cudn sach da duoc luu hanh vao khoang nim
150 trude Cong nguyén (xem céc doan tiéng Do Thai dugc tim thay tai Qumran); ngdn ngit
cta cudn sach nay la muodn va tuong ty nhu tiéng Do Thai Mishna; do d6, hau hét cac hoc gia
déu xé4c dinh nién dai ctia tic pham nay 1a thé ky thir 3 trudec Cong nguyén. Tac gia duge cho
1a Sa-16-mén (1:1,12) nhung ngdn ngit clia cudn sach loai trir didu nay, ciing nhu sy kién nay
1a tu thé vuong gia bién mét sau thir nghiém véi sy xa hoa trong chuong 2, va tac gia noi nhu
mdt ngudi khong cé quyén luc dé sira chira canh ap birc. Moi ddu hiéu déu cho thiy rang su
quy két cho Sa-16-mén von 1a mot quy udc vin hoc dic trung ciia truyén théng khon ngoan
(= Van chuong Khon ngoan, 27:8). Tac gia tu goi minh la "Qoheleth [C6-he-1ét]", mdt thuat
ngit van 1a mot mau nhiém. Han tir nay xuét phat tir ghl ("tap hop") va c6 thé chi ngudi c6
mbi quan hé nao d6 v&i mot hoi ching hodc gido doan (vi dy, mét gido vién) hoac nguoi tap
hop 161 day khon ngoan. M4t tac gia chiu trach nhiém cho cong trinh nay (1:1-12 :8), va mot
bién tap vién/mon dé da thém mot 101 két (12:9-14). Mic du anh huong cua Hy Lap ddi véi
tac gia da duoc dua ra, nhung bang chimg cho diéu nay kha yéu. Thay vao dé, 6ng nam trong
dong chinh ctia phong trao khon ngoan Can Pong co thoi. Tua dé tiéng Anh "Ecclesiastes"
bét ngudn tir ban dich tiéng Hy Lap ctia "Qoheleth" (ekklgsiastes); "Preacher” bt ngudn tir
Luther (Prediger) va cudi cung tir Thanh Gié-ré-ni-mé (concionator).

3. (II). Cau truc. Trong cuon sach nay, cau triic khong phai 1a van dé thir yéu hay tham my,
nhung c6 tam quan trong t6i da do6i véi viée chu gidi. Cudn sach co6 thé dugce viet ra dé noi
nhiéu diéu khac nhau tuy thudc vao cach nguoi ta chia né thanh céc don vi, nhu lich str dién



giai cia n6 minh hoa. Cu triic ma tac gia dy dinh dwa vao cudn sach bi an nay cubi cung da
duoc phuc hdi. May min thay, tac gia da danh du phan cudi cta cac phan bang diép khuc
("phu phiém va dudi theo gio" trong cac chuwong 1-6; "tim" trong cac chuong 7 -8; "khong
biét" & cac chuwong 9-11). Viéc thiét bi cAu tric don gian nay thyc su 1a chia khoa cho céc don
vi ctia cudn sach dugc chimg minh ddy du bang thiét ké sé mé rong c6 thé kham phé duoc
trong s luong cau tho cta cic phan chinh va phu do d6 ma c6. Do d6, diép khuc chi ra rang
toan b cudn sach s& dugc chia thanh hai phan (1:1-6:9; 6:10-12:14); mdi phan c6 111 cau.
Céc diép khuc cho thiy ring ndi dung cta sach gdm hai phan (2:1-6:9 va 6:10- 11:6); mdi
phan c6 93 cau. 186 ciu nay dugc bao quanh béi phin mé dau gém 18 cau (1:1-18) va phan
két luan gdm 18 cau (11:7-12:14). Cac s6 18, 93, 111, 186, 222 déu lién quan dén sb 37 (gia
tri s cua hebel, "phu phiém", ban than nd xuét hién 37 lan trong cudn sach). Ngoai ra, va
quan trong nhat, s luong cau tho khac nhau va da dang cta cic don vi nho hon nhu duoc chi
ra boi cac diép khuc khong phai 13 cac con s6 ngiu nhién ma theo mot mé hinh ¢é dinh, vi
cac con sd di duoc bat nguén mot cach co hé théng tir cac chudi cong va da duoc gan mot
cach co hé thdng cho ting ciu ciia nhitng don vi d6. Cudi cung, sach Co-he-16t (1:1-12:8, trir
phan két) chira 216 cau, twong tng véi gia tri sd inclusio [diép khiic] cuia sach (xem binh luan
vé 1:2), mot chi dan thém, néu co, can co 1a tac gia tham gia vao viéc sdp xép s6. Khong can
cac thay doi ban vin dé dat duoc s6 luong cau. Dé biét chi tiét, hdy xem A. G. Wright, CBQ
30 (1968) 313-34 (= SAIW 245-66); CBQ 42 (1980) 38-51; CBQ 45 (1983) 32-43.

4. Phan tich van hoc va sd liéu cho théy cAu tric sau:

(I) Cudc diéu tra ciia Co-he-1ét vé cudc sdng va 101 khuyén cia 6ng (1:1-6:9)
(A) Gidi thiéu (1:1-18)

(a) Bai tho mé& dau (1:1-11) (b) Loi tya (1:12-18)

(B) Béo c4o vé cudc diéu tra va 1oi khuyén cua ong (2:1-6:9)
(a) Mot thir nghiém véi cude séng xa hoa (2:1-11)

(b) Panh gia vé sy khon ngoan va sy ngu ngde (2: 12-17)

(c) Van dé thira ké (2:18-26)

(d) Cong viéc 1a may rui (3:1-4:6)

(e) Van dé vé& "Nguoi thir hai" (4:7-16)

(f) Mt di niém vui (4:17-6:9)

(I) Su khong day dii ciia nhimg 101 khuyén khac va kién thirc ctia chiing ta vé Tuong lai
(6:10-12:14)

(A) Gi6i thiéu (6:10-12)

(B) Su phat trién cua hai chu dé (7:1-11 :6)

(a) Khong ai c6 thé tim ra diéu gi 1a tot dé lam (7:1-8:17)

(i) Phé phan 101 khuyén tim kiém ndi budn va nghich canh (7:1-14)
(ii) Phé phan 10i khuyén tranh nhitng thai qua vé dao duc (7:15-24)



(iii) Phé phan 161 khuyén vé phu nit (7:25-29)

(iv) Phé phan 161 khuyén nén nghe theo thim quyén (8:1-17)

(b) Khéng ai biét twong lai (9:1-11:6)

(i) Thoi diém bat hanh khong duoc biét (9:1-12)

(ii) Cac sy kién noi chung 1 khong thé doan trude (9:13-10:15)
(iii) Ban khong biét diéu 4c c6 thé xay ra (10:16-11:2)

(iv) Ban khong biét diéu gi tot c6 thé xay ra (11:3-6)

(C) Két luan (11:7-12:14)

(a) Bai tho két thuc vé Niém vui, Tudi tré va Tudi gia (11:7-12:8)
(b) Loi két (12:9-14)

5. (IIT). Tw twéng cta Sach. Co-he-1ét dai dién cho khia canh hoai nghi cua tii khon Israel.
Ong khong bac bo phong trao khon ngoan, nhung 6ng thach thirc mot sé niém tin duoc tran
trong ctia phong trao ndy. RS rang 13 ong chia sé nhiéu ¥ tuong véi cac nha hién triét théng
thuong hon. C6-he-1ét tin vao Thién Chta va vao su kinh s¢ Thién Chua (3:14; 5:6) va vao
mot quy tic dao dirc va vao su phan xét ciia Thién Chua ddi vé6i tic phong cua con ngudi
(11:9); va giéng nhu nhirng ngudi cung thoi, ong khong tin vao thé giéi bén kia (9:10). Mic
du 6ng chi ra rang khon ngoan c6 nhitng han ché, nhung 6ng khong bao gio khuyén khich su
dién rd. Ong chia sé v6i cac nha hién triét mot s6 niém tin tht yéu: Thién Chua d3 ban cho
moi thtr thoi diém thich hop cua n6 (3:1-11); Chua ban cho kha ning tan hudng (2:25-26,
v.v.); nhitng gi Thién Chtia d4 ban thi khong thé thay d6i (1:13; 3:14-15; 6:10; 7:13; 11:3); su
dién rd cua nhiéu tir ngit (4:17-5:6; 6:11; 10:12-15); va, néu chiing khong phai 13 sang tao cua
ong, 6ng tan thanh mot s6 cau tuc ngi truyén thong (1:18; 4:5-6,9-12; 5:7-11; 6:9; 7:7-12;
9:17-10:1; 10:8-11:4; 11:7).

6. Cudc tranh cdi ctia Co-he-16t 1a voi bt ky than hoc nao bé qua kinh nghiém va do d6 c¢6 xu
hudng tré nén khong thuc té. Do d6, 6ng tan cong nhimng tuyén bd don gian cta than hoc bao
thu truyén théng (3:16-18; 7:15; 8:12-14; 9: 1-3) vi chung khong phu hop v6i kinh nghiém;
Thién Chua phan xét, nhung cach thirc hoat dong cua viéc nay van con la mot diéu mau
nhiém. Ong tin céng nhitng tuyén bd tron tru vé loi thé cua sy khén ngoan, vi kinh nghiém
cho thy ctung mét s6 phan dén voi nguoi khon ngoan va ké ngu ngde (2:13-16; 9:1-3, 11), vi
ngudi khon ngoan khong thé du doan tuwong lai (3:22; 6:12; 8:7; 9:1-11:6) dic biét 1a thoi
diém bat hanh (9:12), va vi sy khon ngoan dé bj tén thuong trude mot chat dién rd (9: 13-10:
1). Ong ciing khéng lac quan vé sy thanh cong cta cudc tim kiém khon ngoan caa con nguoi
(1:13-18; 3:11; 7:13; 8:17;11 :5). Ong bac bo 101 khuyén nén tap chi vao cai chét va nghich
canh (7: 1-14), tranh thai cuc dao dutrc (7:15-24), dong nhit sy dién rd v6i phu nit (7:25-29),
va 101 khuyén nén tuan theo tham quyén mot cach don gian (8: 1-14), vi kinh nghiém chi ra
rang chiing khong phai 1a nhiing tu thé dang gia. Trén hét, 6ng bac bo sy nhan manh cua
truyén thong khon ngoan vé tinh can cti néu n6 c6 nghia 1a sy ddm chim hoan toan vao cong
viéc, bdi vi lao dong sOt séng nhu vay sé cudp di niém vui cta nguoi ta (2:22-23; 4:7-8;
5:11,16), boi vi trién vong thanh cong cua lao dong 1a may rui (3:1-11), bdi vi ) phén cua su
giau c6 tich lity dugc 1a khong chic chin (2:18-21; 4:7-8; 5:12-16), va boi vi lao dong khong
mang lai 1gi nhuén, tién bo, su mai la hay su ghi nh¢ (1:3-11). Co6-he-1ét khong tin vao su



ludi biéng, nhung ong tin rang mot ban tay day lao dong va mot ban tay ddy nghi ngoi con tot
hon hai ban tay day lao dong (4:5-6).

7.Vo cung an tuong boi ban chat phu du (hu khong) clia moi vat, dng tin rang su hudng thu
1a diéu can tap trung vao trong cudc song, khong phai la theo dudi su xa hoa vi n6 khong
dang cong strc bo ra (2:1-11), ma 1 chdp nhan nhitng niém vui binh thuong ma Thién Chua
thay phu hop dé ban cho chung ta (dugc khang dinh bay lan trong sach: 2:24; 3:12,22; 5:17;
8:15; 9:7-9; 11:9-10). Hay tan huéng mot ngéy tot lanh va ngay xau xa nhu Chua ban cho su
da dang dé chung ta khong thé tim ra 18i 1am ctia Ngudi (7:14). Hay tan hudng nhung gi dang
c6 va ding mong mudn nhing diéu khong thé dat duoc (6:9). Hiy budc vao cude song voi su
hang hai (9:10); chuén bj cho tuwong lai (11:1); giit cho cac lwa chon ctia mot ngudi nhiéu khi
doi dién véi su khong chac chan (11:2); dung qua than trong (11:4); va hay tan hudng khi con
c6 the, vi tudi gia va cai chét dang dén (11:7-12:8).

(Crenshaw, J. L., "The Shadow of Death in Qoheleth [Bong Ttr than trong Co-he-16t]," IW 205-16. Good, E. M.,
Irony in the Old Testament [Nghich 1y trong Cuu Udc] [Phi, 1965] 168-95.

Johnston, R. K., ""Confessions of a Workaholic': A Reappraisal of Qoheleth [Loi thu t0i cia mdt ngudi
nghién cong viéc': Mot danh gia lai vé Co-he-1ét]," CBQ 38 [1976) 14-28.

Mitchell, H. G., " Work' in Ecclesiastes [Cong viéc' trong Sach Giang Vién]," JBL 32 [1913] 123-38.

Murphy, R. E., " Qohelet's 'Quarrel' with the Fathers [Cudc 'tranh cai' cua C6-he-1ét véi cac Giao phul," From
Faith to Faith [Tu Puc tin dén Puc tin] [Fest. G. Miller; bién tip. D. Y. Hadidian; Pittsburgh, 1979) 235-45.
Von Rad, G., WI [Nashville, 1978) 226-39. i

Whybray, R. N., " Qoheleth, Preacher of Joy (C6-he-Iét, Giang Vién cua Niém Vui,"JSOT 23 [1982] 87-98.
Williams, J. G., " What Does It Profit a Man?: The Wisdom of Koheleth [Pi€u gi c6 lgi cho mt con

nguoi?: Khon ngoan cua Co-he-1ét]," Judaism 20 [1971] 179-98 [ = SAIW 375-89].
V& lich sir dién giai cua cudn sach, hay xem R. E. Murphy, V'T 32 [1982] 331-36.)

8. (IV). Gia tri ton gido. Sy hién dién cua cudn sach trong qui dién xac nhan trong moi thoi
dai ciing mot loai danh gia phé binh vé than hoc, khon ngoan thong thudng va 1ong mé dao
nhu Co-he-1¢ét da thuc hanh, va xac nhan n6 khong phai 1a mdt hoat dong tuy chon ma la mdt
hoat dong lién tuc can thiét dé gitr cho ton gido trung thuc va gén b6 v6i thuc tai. Sy nhan
manh ctia cudn sach vé su tin huong 1a mot tiéng nodi quan trong ma bét cir ai tim thdy thong
diép ctia t6n gido Kinh thanh trong chu nghia kh6 hanh hon 1 trong tinh yéu va méi quan tim
xa hoi, va nhﬁ’ng ngu’(‘)’i cam thay rang ton giao Kinh thanh theo m6t cach nao d6 chdng lai sy
tan huong déu cé thé ling nghe. Panh gia tiéu cuc ciia Co-he-16t vé nguo’l nghlen cong vigc
nén mang tinh xay dung, co tinh khiéu khich dbi véi nhitng ngudi tin rang tu thé d6 co g1a tri
hodc ddng nghia véi su cong hién cho ton gido. Cudi cung, khéng co cach nao cé thé noéi rang
Co-he-16t c6 mdi quan hé ban than gan giii véi Thién Chiia. Khong it 1n, 16 18 ctia cong
dong tin hitu tao ra 4n tugng nay 1a tit ca nhitng nguoi trung thanh nén trai nghiém méi quan
hé nhu vay va ho c6 16i mot cach nao d6 néu ho khong lam nhu vay. R rang, hang ngan
ngudi mo dao vo sb di trong bong tdi nhur Co-he-1ét di lam, va ho c6 thé tim thdy pham gia
trong cong dong tin hitu vi Co-he-1ét duoc coi 1a xtimg dang c6 mot vi tri trong sd cac tac
pham Kinh thanh. Chic chin cudn sach nay can duoc bd sung bai cac tiéng néi khac cua
Kinh thanh, nhung tiéng néi ctia né c6 tim quan trong dang ké.

(*) The New Jerome Biblical Commentary, Student Edition cdc tr.489-490



